The Board of Trustees and Officers of the Palmyra Historical and Cultural Society strongly support the efforts of the community and our elected officials in their efforts to prevent the dumping of Delaware River dredge spoils in the Palmyra Cove Nature Park by the Army Corps of Engineers.

The area now known by many simply as “The Nature Park” was first proposed for preservation by this Historical Society in the early 1990s.

Through the combined efforts of the society and with the financial and administrative support of the Burlington County Bridge Commission, our original vision of an area devoted to ecological preservation and education has come to fruition.

Not only is the park an important source of pride for Palmyra, it has become a destination frequented by nature-loving individuals and educators for the whole of South Jersey and beyond.

Further, the Palmyra Borough Council, along with state and county officials and other parties, has developed a viable redevelopment plan for an area adjacent to the park, commonly referred to as the south side of Route 73.

The dumping of the dredge spoils by the Army Corps potentially compromises their overall vision for the area.

The Palmyra Historical and Cultural Society implores the Army Corps of Engineers to reconsider its plan to dump the dredge spoils on this site.

No one, including the society itself, anticipated the tremendous benefit to the community by the preservation of this site when it was first proposed. Our little project has become an important ecological haven for many species of plants and animals, some of whom are currently considered endangered.

The Army Corps of Engineers must re-evaluate the site before attempting to enforce an agreement made nearly a decade ago. We are hopeful the Corps will do the right thing and find a more appropriate place to deposit the spoils thereby preserving this treasure, ensuring the continued existence of these endangered species and more importantly, supporting the wishes of the community at large.
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